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Production  of  wool  in  the  United  States  has  not  changed  materially 
since  1933.   Domestic  mill  consumption,  however,  has  fluctuated  consid- 
erably IN  RECENT  YEARS  AND  THE  CHANGES  IN  CONSUMPTION  HAVE  HAD  AN  IMPOR- 
tant bearing  upon  domestic  wool  prices.   as  considerable  quantities  of 
wool  are  imported  into  the  united  states,  foreign  supply  and  demand  con- 
ditions are  major  factors  affecting  domestic  wool  prices. 

The  increase  in  domestic  mill  consumption  in  1939  was  accompanied 

BY  AN  INCREASE  IN  WOOL  PRICES.    ThE  SHARP  AOVANCE  IN  PRICES  IN  SEPTEMBER 
FOLLOWING  THE  OUTBREAK  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  WAR  WAS  CHIEFLY  THE  RESULT  OF 
THE  RELATIVELY  SMALL  SUPPLIES  OF  WOOL  ON  HAND  IN  THIS  COUNTRY  AND  THE 
STRONG  FOREIGN  DEMAND  FOR  WOOL  ARISING  FROM  WAR  CONDITIONS.    PRICES  DE- 
CLINED MODERATELY  FROM  OCTOBER  THROUGH  MARCH  BUT  PRICES  IN  MARCH  WERE 
ABOUT  35  PERCENT  HIGHER  THAN  A  YEAR  EARLIER. 
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THE     WOOL     SITUATION 

Summary 

Favorable  factors  affecting  domestic  prices  of  wool  in  the  next  few 
months  will  be  the  relatively  small  wool  supply  in  this  country  and  the  strong 
foreign  demand  arising  from  war  conditions.  The  prospect  for  a  lower  level  of 
domestic  mill  consumption  this  year  than  last,  however,  will  be  a  weakening 
influence  upon  domestic  prices.   Some  recovery  in  industrial  activity  is  ex- 
pected during  the  last  half  of  1940,  and  this  may  result  in  an  increase  in 
domestic  mill  consumption  of  wool  in  the  late  summer  and  fall  of  this  year. 

Although  the  carry-over  of  stocks  of  wool  at  the  beginning,  of  April  this 

year  was  small,  it  is  probable  that  such  stocks  plus  the  new  domestic  clip 

(which  will  bo  marketed  this  spring  and  summer)  will  bo  somewhat  in  excess  of 

mill  requirements  for  the  next  several  months.   Consequently,  a  substantial 

decline  in  imports  of  wool  from  the  current  high  level  is  expected.  With  tho 

possibility  of  some  recovery  in  mill  consumption  in  tho  last  half  of  1940, 

stocks  of  wool  at  the  ond  of  this  year  probably  will  not  bo  largo,  and  imports 

may  again  increase  in  the  fall  and  winter  of  1940-41, 
! 

Sales'- of  domestic  wool  continued  small  in  March,   Quotations  on  graded 
territory  wools  (old  clip)  at  Boston  declined  3  to  10  cents  a  pound,  scoured 
basis,  during  March,  but  quotations  were  almost  entirely  nominal.   Country- 
packed  3/S  and  1/4  blood  bright  fleece  wools  of  the  new  clip  were  offered  in 
March  at  35-36  cents  a  pound,  groaso  basis,  delivered  te  mills.   In  March  last 
year  similar  wools  from  tho  1939  clip  were  offered  at  27  cents  a  pound. 

Mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool  in  February  was  20  percent  beloiv  the 
peak  of  October  1939  and  was  5  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  but  it  was 
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about   10  percent  larger  than  the   average   February   consumption  in  the   10  years 

1929-33.      United  States    imports   of  apparel  wool   for   consumption  totaled  45 

million  pounds   in  the  first   2  months   of  1940  compared  with   11  million  pounds   in 

the    same  months   of   1939.      Imports   in  the   first  2  months   of  this  year  were  much 

larger  than  in  any  recent  year   except   1937. 

Wool  prices   in  foreign  markets   did  net    change  materially  in  March,    after 

advancing  in  January   and  February.      The  bulk   of  supplies   of    combing  wools    of 

the   1959-40  clip  have  now  been  sold  in  South  Africa  and  South  America. 

RECENT   DEVELOPMENTS    IN  DOMESTIC   SITUATION 

Wool   sales   small;   prices    of  domestic 
wool   decline  further    in  March 

Sales   of   domestic  wool   at   Boston  continued  small   in  March.      Mill  buying 

was   limited  chiefly  to   small   quantities   of  spot  wool  needed  for   immediate  use. 

Quotations   on  graded  territory  wools    (old  clip)   at  Boston   declined  3  to   10 
_ cents   a  pound,    scoured  basis,    in  March,   but   quotations  were   largely  nominal, 

according   to  reports   of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service.      Moderate   quan- 
■ tities   of   fine  Australian  and  South  African  wools  were   sold  at    Boston  in  March. 

Prices   on  foreign  wools   declined  slightly  during   the  month. 

Good  French  combing  length  fine  territory  wools   in  original  bags    (old 
clip)  were   quoted  at   82-85   cents   a  pound,    scoured  basis,   the   last  week  of  March 
compared  with   90-93   cents   a  month  earlier  and  65-68   cents  a  year   earlier.      A 
few  dealers  were    soliciting   orders    for   fine    territory  wools  to   be    delivered  in 
July  from  the  new  clip  at   about   78-80   cents   a  pound,    scoured  basis,    delivered 
to  mills.      Sales   at  this   basis   were  reported  to  be    small. 

Quotations    on  country-packed  mixed  grade    lots   of   3/8   and  1/4  blood 
bright  fleece  wools    (old  clip)- remained  unchanged  at    36-38   cents   a  pound, 
grease  basis,    in  March.      Similar   country-packed  new  clip  wools  wore  offered  in 
carload  lots   at    35-36   cents    in  the    grease,    delivered  to  mills.      In  March  last 
year   similar   wools   from  the   1939   clip  were   offered  at   27   cents    a  pound  de- 
livered to   eastern  markets. 

Prices   for   graded  combing   domestic  wools   at  Boston  at  the   end  of   March 
wore  about    20  percent   below  the   high  point  reached  in  September,   but   average 
prices   for  March  wore   30  percent  higher  than  in  March  1939.     Wool  prices   at 
Boston  in  1939  were   lowest   in  April.      Prices   advanced  moderately  through 
August    and  then  rose   sharply   in  September , 

The  United  States    average   price   of  wool  received  by    farmers  was    27.3 
cents   a  pound  on  March   15.      It  was   27.8   cents   a  pound  a  month  earlier  and   20 
cents   on  March  15,    1939, 
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Wool  imports  continue  large  in  February 

United  States  imports  for  consumption  of  apparel  wool  totaled  20.8 
million  pounds  in  February,  compared  with  24.3  million  pounds  in  January  and 
5.2  million  pounds  in  February  1939.  The  January -February  imports  this  year, 
totaling  45  million  pounds,  were  much  larger  than  imports  for  the  same  months 
of  any  recent  year  except  1937,  when  51  million  pounds  wore  imported. 

Imports  for  consumption  of  carpet  wool  totaled  16,1  million  pounds  in 
February  compared  with  20.5  million  pounds  in  January  and  11.8  million  pounds 
in  February  1939.  The  January-February  imports  of  carpet  wool  also  were  much 
larger  than  usual. 

Mill  consumption  declines  in  February 

The  trend  of  domestic  mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool  continued  down- 
ward in  February.  The  weekly  rate  of  consumption  of  5,326,000  pounds,  scourec 
basis,  in  February  was  5  percent  lower  than  in  January  and  was  about  20  percent 
below  the  peak  of  October  1939.  Mill  consumption  in  February  was  5  percent 
lower  than  a  year  earlier  but  was  about  10  percent  higher  than  the  average 
February  consumption  in  the  10  years  1929-33. 

Mill  consumption  on  a  grease  basis  in  the  9  weeks  ended  March  2  was 
equivalent,  to  84  million  pounds  of  shorn  wool  and  13  million  pounds  of  pulled 
wool.   In  the  first  2  months  of  1939  mill  consumption  on  a  grease  basis  was 
equivalent  to  91  million  pounds  of  shorn  wool  and  13  million  pounds  of  pulled 
wool. 

.DOMESTIC  OUTLOOK  . 
Consumption  prospects  for  1940 

Mill  consumption  of  wool  in  the  second  half  of  1940  is  likely  to  show  an 
improvement  over  the  consumption  of  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  it  may  be 
smaller  than  in  the  last  half  of  1935.   Consumption  for  the  entire  year  1940 
probably  will  not  be  so  large  as  in  1939,  The  decline  in  mill  consumption  in 
the  first  quarter  of  this  year  probably  was  due  in  part  to  seasonal  factors  in 
the  industry,   Mill  production  of  spring -wear  fabrics  was  completed  relatively 
early  in  the  current  season  and  operations  for  the  fall  season  will  not  begin 
in  volume  before  May,  according  to  the  New  York  Wool  Top  Exchange  Service.  Un- 
filled orders  for  wool  fabrics  held  by  mills  on  March  1  were  slightly  larger 
than  a  ye ar  earlier. 

Domestic  mill  consumption  has  been  maintained  at  a  relatively  high  level 
since  August  1933.   For  the  entire  year  1939  mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool 
was  larger  than  in  any  recent  year,  except  1935.  Although  consumption  in 
February  1940  declined  20  percent  t>  low  the  pea::  of  October  1939,  the  rate  of 
consumption  was  still  well  above  the  av  ••■■    of  the  last  10  years.   In  recent 
years  there  has  boon  a  decided  tendency  for  a  decrease  in  consumption  to  follow 
a  yoar  of  increasing  consumption  such  ;  s  1939.   If  this  tendency  continues, 
mill  consumption  for  1940  will  bo  somewhat  smaller  than  in  1939. 
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Carry-over  smallest  in  recent  years 

Preliminary  calculations  indicate  that  the  carry-over  of  wool  into 
the  1940  season  which  began  April  1  was  slightly  smaller  than  a  year  earlier 
and  probably  was  the  smallest  carry-over  in  recent  years.  Mill  consumption 
for  the  fir's b  11  months  (April-February)  of  the  1939  season  was  slightly 
larger  than  domestic  production  of  shorn  and  pulled  wool  in  1939  plus  im- 
ports through  February  29.   Consumption  probably  exceeded  imports  in  March. 

Although  stocks  of  wool  at  the  beginning  of  April  were  undoubtedly 
small,  it  is  probable  that  such  stocks,  plus  the  new  domestic  clip  (which 
will  be  marketed  this  spring  and  summer)  will  be  somewhat  in  excess  of  mill 
requirements  for  the  next  several  months.  As  a  consequence,  imports  of  wool 
into  the  United  States  are  likely  to  be  reduced  sharply  in  the  next  few 
months . 


Production,  imports,  and  mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool, 
grease  basis,  in  the  United  States,  annual  1935-38 
and  April-February  1938-40 


Year  and 
month 

Production 

General 
imports 

V 

Mill 
consumption  Zj 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  11 

J  . 

Mil,  lb. 

1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-53 
1938-39 

431 
427 
433 
436 

83 

164 

60 

49 

3/ 

673 
582 
407 
544 

Apr. -Feb.  1938- 
Apr.-Feb.  1939- 

-39 
■40 

4/  436 
4/  442 

38 
134 

499 

579 

Production  from  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service.   Export  figures  from 
the  Eureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.   Consumption  figures  from  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census. 

l/  "Weight  as  reported,  greasy,  scoured,  and  skin  wool  added  together. 
Zj   These  are  preliminary  consumption  figures.   Final  figures  are  not  avail- 
able on  a  basis  comparable  with  production  statistics. 
Zj   Bureau  of  the  Census  figures  adjusted  to  52-weck  basis. 
4/  Production  for  entire  year. 

Although  the  relatively  small  stocks  of  wool  in  this  country  and 
the  strength  in  foreign  wool  prices  are  important  price-supporting  factors, 
the  prospects  for  a  lower  level  of  domestic  mill  consumption  will  be  a 
weakening  influence  on  domestic  prices  in  the  next  few  months.   Ordinarily 
when  the  United  States  is  importing  considerable  quantities  of  wool,  as  in 
the  past  4  months,  domestic  prices  are  equal  to  the  foreign  prices  plus  the 
duty  and  other  costs  of  importation.   But  in  periods  when  imports  are  rela- 
tively small,  as  seems  probable  for  the  next  few  months,  domestic  prices  of 
wool  may  be  somewhat  lower  than  the  foreign  prices  plus  the  duty  and  other 
costs  of  importation. 
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FOREIGN  SITUATION 

South  African  sales   and  ejtp  orts 

Wool  prices   in  Scuth  Africa   did  not   change  much  during  March.      England, 
France,    Italy,    Belgium,    and  Japan  purchased    considerable  wool,    but   sales   to 
the  United  States   declined  in  February  and  March.      The   long  wool   season   is 
about   over   in  South  Africa.      Offerings   for  the   balance  of  the   season  will  be 
chiefly  short  wools. 


Prices   of  64~70s  wools    in  South  African  markets   in 
the   1939-40   season,   with   comparisons   l/ 


Item 

1933-39 
season  Z/ 

19; 

<9-40  season  2/ 

3/ 

Feb. 

:  Mar. 

:  Oct. 

:  Nov. 

•    Dec.  '•    Jan. 

Feb. 

:  Mar. 

Cents 

Cents 

30.6 
35.7 
34.6 
32.8 

Cents 

50.2 
46.9 
38.1 
33.7 

Cents 

47.6 
44.3 
35.6 
31.9 

Cents   Cents 

47.7   52.4 
45.0   49.4 
39.4   42.9 
34.9   33.8 

Cents 

57.7 
53.2 

44.4 
40.6 

Cents 

64- 70s 
Super  combing  .... 

39.4 
36.7 
34.8 
35.2 

57.2 
53.9 

Super  shorts  

45.6 

44.4 

Compiled  from  South  Africa   Crops  and  Markets   and   cabled  reports  from  the 

American  Legation   in  South  Africa. 

ly    Quotations   are    in    cents   per  pound,    clean  basis. 

2j  Season  begins   July  1. 

'6/  Preliminary. 

Exports   of  wool   from  South  Africa   in  the   first   8  months    (July-February) 
of  the  current   season  totaled  108  million  pounds   compared  with  174  million 
pounds   exported  in  the   same  months   last   season  and  an  average   of  153  million 
pounds   for  those  months   in   the   5   seasons   1934-35  through  1938-39.      Total 
sales   in  the   current   season,   however,    have  been  much   larger   than  exports. 
Stocks   awaiting   shipment  were   relatively  large   in  February. 

Disposals  zi    of  wool  at   South  African   selling    centers    from   July  through 
February  totaled  about   170  million  pounds    compared  with   190  million  pounds 
for  the   same  months   last   year.      Unsold  stocks  at  selling   centers   on  February 
29  were   about    7  million  pounds,    the   some  as  a   year   earlier,    and  were  only 
half  as    large  as   average  February   29    stocks    in  the   5  years    1935-33. 

Exports   of  wool    from  South  Africa  by   countries    of   destination,    in  the 
first   8  months   of   the    1939-40    season,    are    shown   in  table   3. 

Three-fourths    of  Argentine    clip    sold  by  March; 
prices    5Q_  percent  higher  than  a_  year   earlier 

Commercial    factors    in  Argentina    estimate   that  about   75  percent   of  the 
1939-40  exportable   surplus   of  Argentine  wool  had  been  sold  by  the  middle 

l/  Includes  auction   and  private    sales  and  wool   shipped  unsold. 
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of  March,  according  to  a  report  from  Agricultural  Attache  Paul  0.  "llyhus  at 
Buenos  Aires.   The  quantity  of  wool  available  for  export  in  Argentina  this 
season  is  estimated; by  the 'First  National  Bank  of  boston  at  325  million 
pounds.     -'  '•'  i  ' 

Prices  at  Buenos  lires  since  January  have  averaged  about  50  percent 
higher  than  a  year  earlier.   The  demand  for  coarse  wools  has  been  especially 
strong  and  March  -April]  second  clip  wool  of  coarse  grade  was  contracted  for 
in  advance  in  Cordoba  and  the  northwestern  provinces.  As  a  result  of  the 
present  high  prices,  the  second  clip  this  year  probably  will  be  much  larger 
than  that  of  last  year. 

Wool  exports  from  Argentina  from  October  through  February  of  the 
current  export  season  totaled  155  million  pounds,  grease,  basis.   The  October- 
February  exports  were  about  15  percent  smaller  than  in  the  same  months  last 
season,  but  they  were  slightly  larger  than  average  exports  for-  those  months 
in  the  5  seasons  1954-35  through  1933-59.-  Because  of  the  difficulty  of 
securing  shipping  space,  particularly  to  European  countries,  exports.',  in  the 
current  season  have  been  considerably  smaller  than  the  volume  of  sales. 

Approximately  60  percent  of  the  Argentine  exports  through  February  of 
the-- current  season  were  shipped  to  the  United  States,,  compared  with,  only 
20  percent  in  the  same  months  last  season.   In  the  5  seasons  ended  1938-39 
about  17  percent  of  total  Argentine  exports  were  taken  by  the  United  States. 
United  States  imports  from  Argentina  are -ohiefly  .carpet  class  wools,  and 
apparel  wools  grading  "not  finer  than  40,:s." 

The  United  Kingdom  and  continental  European  countries  usually  pur- 
chase the  bulk  of  South  American  wool  experts.   The  United  Kingdom  has  pur- 
chased only  small  quantities  of  wool  in  Argentina  in  the  current  season, 
and  Germany  has  made  no  purchases.   It  is  reported  that  France  has  bought 
large  quantities  of  wool  in' recent  months  that  have  not  been  shipped  as 
yet.   Export  statistics-  by  countries  from  October  through  March  7  of  the 
current  season,  with  figures  for  earlier : years  for  comparison,  are  shown 
in  table  4. 

Uruguay"  exports  about'  average      •     : 

Exports  of  wool  from  Uruguay  in  the  first  5  months  (October-February) 
of  the  current  season  totaled  52  million  pounds,  compared  with  51  million 
pounds  exported  in  the  same-  months  last  season.   Exports  from  October  through 
February  this  season  were  about  equal  to''  average  exports  for  those  months 
in  the  5  seasons  1934-35  through  1933-39.   Shipments  to  the  United  States  in 
the  first  5  months  of  the  season  totaled  22  million  pounds.   United  States 
purchases  in  Uruguay  in  the  current  season  have  been  larger  than  usual. 
Exports  of  wool  by  countries,  from  October  through  February  of  the  current 
season,  with  figures  for  earlier  years  for  comparison,  are  shown  in  table  4. 
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Table  1.-. Prices  of  wool  per  pound  in  specified  markets  and  prices  of  textile 
raw  materials  in  the  United  States,  selected  periods,  193^-^0 


Market  and  description 

United  States 
Boston  market 

Territory,  scoured  "basis 
64s,  70s,  80s  (fine)  staple 
56s  (3/8  "blood)  combing  .  .  .  . 
46s  (low  £  blood)  

Bright  fleece,  greasy 
6Us,  70s,  80s  (fine)  delaine 
56s  (3/8  blood)  combing  .... 
46s  (low  £  blood)  


Prices  received  by  farmers, 

grease  basis,  15th  of  month  .. 

Textile  fibers 

Wool  territory  fine  staple  2/. 

Cotton  7/8  middling  3//. 

Silk  Japanese  if/. ...  [ 

Rayon  yarn  150  denier  ^/ 

Rayon  staple  fiber  6/ 

Viscose  1-|-  denier  

Acetate  5  denier  


Union  of  South  Africa 
Average  export  price,  greasy  wool 
Price  at  selling  centers 

70s  warp  clean  cost  

6U-70s  combing  clean  cost  


Uruguay  -  Montevideo 
Crossbred  -  greasy 
Fine  50/56S  -  60s  . . 
Coarse  32/3bs  -  UUs 


Ave  rage    : _   1Q39 

"  i  1939":  Feb ■  :  "Mar  ■ 


1940  1/ 


1938 

Cents 


70.  U 
58.9 

52.  u 
29.0 

29.5 

28.3 


Jan. 


Feb.  :  Mar. 


Jnnta  Cents  Cents  Cents  Cents  Cents 


82. 7     73-8 

71. 

69.3     Si. 0 

60. 

62.6      5U.0 

52. 

32.9 


29.5 

32.0 

35.5   30.5 


3b.2 


28. 
30. 
29. 


8  104.7 

1  82.8 

8  76.I 

7  u0.7 

7  44.5 

7  44.0 


9^.0 
81.0 

76.6 
38.5 

42.  4 
42.0 


93.6 
77.0 
76.0 

36.6 

38. 5 

39.5 


19.2  22.3      20.2 


20.0 


71.8 
3.64 


70. 4  82.7      73- S 

8.58  9.04      8.52 

170.6  272.6   211.4     221.8 

52.2  51.5      51.0        51.0 


28.1        27.8       27.3 


104.7   99-0   93-6 
10.62  IO.63  10.42 

3  306.1  295.1 
53.O   53-0   53.0 


368 


25.0 
43.0 


25.0 
43.0 


25.0 
43.0 


16.6 


16.0  15.9   15.5   19.9   19.9 


2/46.3  S/44.9  '41.8   40.6 

2/41.0  9/40.0  36.7   35.7 


1S.S  10/18.3     17.9        17.9 
17.0  10/l6.9     15.7        15.7 


54.0 
49..  4 


24.6 
24.8 


5S.9 
53-2 


28.  U 

23.7 


53. 


Compiled  as  follows: 

United  States  -  reports  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  except  as  otherwise 

noted. 
Union  of  South  Africa:   South  Africa  Crops  and  Markets  and  report  of  the  South 

Africa  Ministry  for  Agriculture. 
Uruguay  -  Camara  Mercantil  de  Productor  del  Pais.   Frices  are  monthly  averages  of 

weekly  range  quotations. 
Yearly  averages  are  averages  of  monthly  prices  except  United  States  farm  price, 

which  is  a  weighted  average. 
Foreign  prices  have  been  converted  at  prevailing  rates  of  exchange. 
1_/Prices  for  foreign  markets  for  1940  are  preliminary.   2/Scoured  basis,  Boston 
market.   3_/Averaga  at  10  markets.   U/White  13~15  denier  at  New  York,  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics.   5_/Bomestic  yarn,  first  quality,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.   6/F.o.b. 
producing  plants,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  2/^igll't~month  average,  no  quotations, 
May  through  August.   8/Seven-month  average,  no  quotations,  May  through  September. 
9/Ten-month  average,  no  quotations,  July  and  August.   10 /Eight-month  average,  no 
quotations,  August  through  November. 
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Table  2.-  United  States:     Wool  imports,    consumption,,  and  machinery  activity, 

selected  periods,    1938-40 


Item 


1938 


:  1,000 

:  pounds 
Imports  for  consumption            : 
actual  weight  I/:                     : 

Apparel -. :  30,811 

Finer  than  40s   :  IS, 443 

Not  finer  than  40s   :  12,369 

Carpet,    including  camel's        : 

hair ; :  71,908 


:     193 

0 

:     194 

0 

:  1939 

Jan.  \ 

Feb. 

Jan.  \ 

Feb. 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounas 

98,194 
74,612 
23,582 

6,OQ9 
3,849 
2,250 

5,2-36 
3,467 
1,769  . 

24,266 

.  22,110 

2,156 

20,791 

18,563 

2,228 

Mill  consumption  2/:        : 
Grease  basis  3_4  : 

Apparel  :  474, 

Carpet  :   92, 

Scoured  basis  : 

Aggregate  : 

Apparel  :  219, 

Carpet  :  64, 

Weekly  average         : 

Apparel :   4, 

Carpet  :   1, 


527 
736 


565 
945 

143 
225 


Machinery  activity  2/:      : 

Hours  operated  per  machine   : 

in  place  ; 

Worsted  combs  : 

Worsted  spindles  : 

Woolen  spindles  : 

Woolen  and  worsted  looms: 

Broad : 

Narrow  .' : 

Carpet  and  rug  looms 

Broad : 

Narrow  


144,874       1^,669       11,80?      20,498       16,349 


630,150. 
146,513 


293,083 
103,421 

5,636 
1,989 


56,025 
14,035 


25,941 
9,784 

5,188 
1,957 


48,072 
12,500 


22,449 

8,776 

5,612 
2,194 


56,420* 

14,050 


28,189 
9,703 


5,633 
1,941 


Weekly  -average  in  hours 


40,915 
12, 308 


21,302 
8,658 

5,326 
2,165 


39.8 

51.8 

49.5 

48.9 

26.9  ' 

39.5 

40.9 

38.4 

34.5 

32.7 

30.6  ' 

39.7 

40.0 

40 . 0 

41.3 

39.9 

28.1 

40.6 

44.3 

44.6 

43.4 

37.2 

10.5 

13.2 

11.7 

12.1 

13.6 

15.7 

23.4 

37.4 

34.1 

38.2 

42.0 

42.6 

15.9 

22.9 

22.4 

25.4 

23.0 

22.1 

Import  figures  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.   Consumption  and 

machinery  activity  from  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
l/  Weight  of  greasy,  scourer,  and  skin  wool  added  together. 

2/  Figures  for  January  based  on  5  weeks,  February  on  4  weeks;  193&  figures  for  53 
weeks  ended  December  31.  No  adjustment  made  for  holidays. 

3/  Total  of  shoin  and  pulled  wool.  Pulled  wool,  grease  basis,  is  in  condition  re- 
ceived from  pulleries  and  is  mostly  washed. 


wool-Ho 
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Table  3«-  Union  of  South  Africa:  Wool  exports  in  the  first  8  months 
( July-February)  of  the  1939-^0  exporting  season,  with  comparisons  1/ 


:   July  1  - 

June  30 

July  1  - 

February  2° 
1930,-40 

:  Average 

:  193^-35 

:    to 

Country 

1938-39 

1938-^9 

July- 

:   Feb. 

,  July- 

:   1938-39 

Jan. 

.   Feb . 

:  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

:  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

United  States  . . . 

.:     2.0 

0.7 

0.6 

30.7 

2.4 

33-1 

United  Kingdom  .. 

.:    44.4 

U5.9 

28.  U 

11.7 

8.0 

19.7 

France  , 

.:    U9.6 

51.2 

37-0 

15.3 

2/ 

15.3 

Germany  

.:    63.9 

86.0 

6q.9 
14.0 

1.0 



1.0 

Belgium  

.:    21.2 

20.2 

5.1 

0.9 

6.0 

I taly  

.:    15.5 

22.6 

15. S 

4.1 

2.8 

6.9 

Jauan  

.:    20.8 

1.8 

1-3 

8.5 

3.4 

11.9 

Other  

.:    13.3 

12.6 

7-3 
174.3 

10.6 
87.0 

3.3 
20. S 

13.9 

Total  , 

.;    230.7 

241.0 

107.8 

Africa  Crops  and  Markets  and  cabled  reports  from  London  and 


Compiled  from  Sout 

Pretoria. 

1/   Weight  of  grease  and  scoured  wool  combined. 
2/   If  any,  included  with  "other." 

Table  4,-  Wool  exports  from  Argentina  and  Uruguay  in  the  1939-^0 
export  season,  with  comparisons 


Argentina 

Oct. 

Uru,! 
1  - 

piay 

Oct. 

1  - 

Oct. 

1  - 

Oct. 

1  - 

Sept 

.  30 

Mar. 

7 

Sent 

.  30 

Feb. 

29 

Country 

Average 

Average 

1934-35 
to 

|l93S-39 

1938-39 

i939_4o 

1934-35 
to 

:  1938-39 

I93S-39 

4939-40 

I93S-39 

1938-39 

! 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

United  States  . . . . : 

53-5 

65.6 

38.1 

87-7 

1U.7 

16.6 

3.6 

22.2 

United  Kingdom  .  .  . 

85.O 

119.5 

55.7 

2.7 

20.5 

10.8 

4.9 

m*>   ■  — 

France : 

Us.U 

57.4 

32.5 

14.5 

7.2 

6.5 

3.8 



Germany  

49.0 

44.7 

23.1 

. 

30.5 

36.2 

19.6 



Belgium  

20.5 

22.7 

10.3 

1.3 

10.5 

is. 3 

2.3 

1.2 

Italy  

19.0 

7.2 

4.6 

10.3 

13.5 

16.1 

7-7 

7.0 

Sweden  

1/ 

1/ 

1.5 

5-7 

2.2 

3.1 

1.2 

8.5 

Netherlands  

:    11 

1/ 

1.6 

6.6 

4.0 

8.4 

2.4 

5.3 

Japan  

•    7-1 

1.5 

0.2 

10.3 

7.9 

1.4 

0.2 

2.6 

Other  

.   2^.5 

38.7 

11.3 

178.9 

5.9 

145.0 

4.1 
115.1 

10.6 

128.0 

5.0 

50.7 

5.4 

Total  

;  30s. 0 

357.3 

52.2 

Compiled  from  comm 

ircial  r 

eports  si 

applied 

oy  Bueno 

3   Aires  Office  of  Foreign  Agri- 

1/   If  any,  included  with  "other." 


